




events make it happen

1. Consol Energy Tees Off 
Wish kid Kali, who went on a

Caribbean Cruise in 2007, shared her

wish experience at the 13th Annual

Consol Energy Golf Outing. She is 

pictured here with her mother, Kim.

2. McKnight Madness
Wish kid Zach and his brother Vincent

meet Make-A-Wish mascot, Stella! at

the McKnight Madness Parent vs.

Teacher basketball game.

3. Grapevine Wishes
Make-A-Wish® Board Members Mark

Kehoe, Beth Eckenrode and Mike

Mortensen enjoy the Spanish atmos-

phere of Downtown Pittsburgh's

Bossa Nova restaurant at Grapevine, 

a wine tasting event. 

4. Highmark Walk Volunteers

Kim Carradine, Gina Madison and

Terri Loop join Make-A-Wish® mascot

Stella! at the Highmark Walk for a

Healthy Community in Pittsburgh. 

5. Nothin’ but Net Bald Eagle

High School senior Mitch Moyer 

(second from right) organized a three-

on-three basketball tournament

fundraiser as a senior class project

and presented the proceeds to wish

volunteers Chris and Al Kertis (left

and right). Student Justin Taylor was

also on hand for the presentation at

the school's gymnasium. 

6. Niagara Cutter Ride
Five-year-old Mollie of Reynoldsville,

PA, tries on a motorcycle helmet at

the Niagara Cutter Motorcycle Ride. 

7. Kickin’ and Wishin’ The Lost

Parrot Beach Bar and Grill team cele-

brated its victory in the 2009 Kickin’

and Wishin’ Kickball Extravaganza in

Beckley, WV.

8. OMEGA Star Wishes West

Virginia First Lady Gayle Manchin,

wish kid Deidra and Chairman of

OMEGA and President of One Stop,

LLC, Michael Graney (left to right)

kick off OMEGA’s star campaign.
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13. Bunny Hop For
Wishes
Students at Minersville Elementary

School crafted their own bunny

ears to celebrate the donations

they collected for the 8th Annual

Bunny Hoppin’ for Wishes

fundraiser. 

14. Wishing in Style
Wish kid Molly was thrilled 

to get a manicure at the Shear

Impressions & Company 

Cut-A-Thon & Chinese Auction 

in Northampton, PA.

15. Villa Maria Smiles
Wish kid Abby presents Erie’s

wish assistant, Sara Hunter, 

with a donation from Villa 

Maria Elementary School’s 

dress-down day.

16. Penn State Behrend
The Penn State University

Behrend 2009 Resident Assistant

class proudly displayed their 

support for the Foundation 

on campus and at a Swishes 

for Wishes basketball game

fundraiser this past spring.
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9. Car Cruise  Robbie, who was

granted a wish to meet his favorite

racecar driver in 2005, poses next

to his favorite car at the White

Rose Street Rod Association Car

Cruise in Dallastown, PA. 

10. Truck Convoy Four-year-

old Zoe befriends country record-

ing artist and cancer survivor, Kevin

Sharp, at the Truck Convoy for

Wishes in Gettysburg.

11. Musical Chairs Trinity

Learning Center students and their

teacher Nancy Guyette (back right)

presented the proceeds from 

their musical chair contest to

Wilkes-Barre Regional Wish

Assistant Amy Kane.

12. Wings Full of Wishes
Wish kids Tommy and Karmynida

and their families saw two WWII

full-scale aircrafts and other air-

planes up close at the Wings Full of

Wishes event at the Hazleton

Municipal Airport. 
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Royal Caribbean International
Star USA Federal Credit Union
LeAnn Starner 10th Annual Cancer

Make-A-Wish Basket Bingo
Jean and Jim Swistock
TC Open
Things Remembered, Inc.
Tudor's Biscuit World
United Airlines 
UnitedHealthcare
Valu Home Centers
Walk for Strength
Wilson High School Make-A-Wish Club
Women's Golf Invitational

$5,000 to $9,999
Alliance of Softball Teams
Estate of Athena Anestes
Bank of America 
Boyer's Food Markets, Inc.
Charleroi Area High School
Christmas Pines Campground
CoGo's 
Robert and Sara S. Comloquoy Trust
The Community Foundation of

Westmoreland County's
Greensburg Foundation Fund

Continental Airlines
Coopersburg 5K Run
Delaware Hotel Group
Derry Area High School Interact Club
Don Don's Annual Memorial 

Golf Tournament
Eaton Charitable Fund
Embassy Coach
Emmaus High School Student

Government Association
Evans Delivery Service Softball Team
Bob Faber Memorial Golf Scramble
Jane K. France and Christian L. Allison
Frankie Galizia “Run for Wishes”

Graduation Project 
GameStop
Mr. and Mrs. Philip W. Gasiewicz
Harrison Park Elementary School
Walk for a Healthy Community 

presented by Highmark Blue Cross
Blue Shield, Erie

Home & Garden Party 
Hyatt Regency Waikiki
Independence Middle School 

Student Council

Indiana University of Pennsylvania
Greek Week

Employees of Jacoby Transportation,
Inc.

Kirik Invitational Charity Golf
Tournament

Make-A-Wish Foundation Staff
McDowell Intermediate High School
Mercyhurst College’s “Saves for Kids”
The Mighty Oak Barrel Golf Outing
Mike Mortensen
Painters Local 549
Penn-Air & Hydraulics Foundation
Arthur William Phillips Charitable Trust
J.P. Phillips, Inc.
Phoenix Rehabilitation & Health

Services, Inc., Golf Tournament
PNC Investments
Estate of Helen Gwinn Prichard
Purchase Line School District
The Matthew Pustelak Memorial

Golf Outing
Quest Diagnostics, Inc.
Reed's Development Co. Annual

Bass Classic
sanofi pasteur
Amy and Donald B. Smith
Snee-Reinhardt Charitable

Foundation
South Butler Primary School PTO
Splash Water Sports, Inc.
Star of the Lanes Bowling

Tournament
Tobyhanna Army Depot Federal

Credit Union
Traffic Club of Pottsville
UAW-GM
Christopher Walters Leukemia Fund
Wheeler Family Charitable

Foundation
Womer's Garage Softball Team
WWE
Wyoming Valley R/C Flyers

$3,400 to $4,999
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Antonace
The Bartlett Foundation
Blue Mountain Elementary 

Center East
Mary Ann and Chuck Bogosta
Cathy G. Charities
C.C. Riders Charity Ride

$100,000 or more
Give Kids the World
The Kenneth W. Hammel

Foundation, Inc.
Estate of Helen Fowler Herzbrun
WISH 99.7 FM and its listeners,

Pittsburgh

$75,000 to $99,999
Estate of Janet E. Bottenhorn
Coldwell Banker Real Estate Services
Make-A-Wish Foundation® Board 

of Directors

$50,000 to $74,999
13th Annual Consol Energy -

Pennsylvania Operations Golf Outing
GE Transportation

$25,000 to $49,999
AccuWeather.com Centre County

Wish Gala
Avis Rent-A-Car Systems, Inc.
Delta Air Lines
Estate of Norma Drumheller
The Grapevine Wine Tasting
Krista's Annual Motorcycle Show
18th Annual Moms for Make-A-Wish®

Softball Tournament
Pens & Pins
Pittsburgh Penguins
Practice Management Advisors 24th

Annual Make-A-Wish Golf Outing
Truck Convoy for Wishes, Gettysburg
US Airways

$10,000 to $24,999
AccuWeather.com
American Airlines 
Associated Wholesalers, Inc.

Bellefonte Area Middle School
The Jim Bendishaw Memorial Ride
Bethel Park High School

Cheerleaders and Boosters
Bethlehem-Center Elementary School
Bethlehem-Center High School
Bethlehem-Center Middle School
Blackwood Gallery Pipe Organ

Concert
Cameron & Potter Counties Friends

of Make-A-Wish
Christopher's Challenge
Cold Stone Creamery
Duquesne University Miss Duquesne

Pageant
Employees of Elliott Company
Franklin County Golf Tournament
Franklin County Truck Convoy
Walk for a Healthy Community 

presented by Highmark Blue Cross
Blue Shield, Pittsburgh

Celia and Daniel Huber
Bernadette and Paul Jones
William V. & Catherine A. McKinney

Charitable Foundation
McKnight Elementary School
Monroe County Wish Upon A Star

Dance
NCAA
Sixth Annual Pocono Mountain

Community Fundraiser
Practice Management Advisors

The next newsletter will be sent in March 2010 but the donor list on

our Web site – www.wishgreaterpa.org – is always up-to-date. In the

meantime, don’t forget to send us your e-mail address for news and

events. We will keep your address private. The following lists cash

donations, totaling $3,400 and above, for the months of January

through August 2009, and in-kind donations for the months of

January through July 2009.  We extend our deepest appreciation to

all of you. Should you discover an error or omission, please call us at

(412) 471-9474. Tribute honorees totaling $500 or more are also list-

ed.  Whenever you donate online, please be sure to go through our

local chapter’s website. If you do, we will receive 100% of your

donation – less a nominal administration fee. (If you go directly to

our national organization’s Web site, we will only receive 80%.)

Our generous donors:

 Without you, dreams could never come true!

Info Spot: You hold the ticket to a wish-come-true. Consider donating 
frequent flyer miles or loyalty points. For more information, call 

(800) 676-WISH or visit  www.wishgreaterpa.org and click on “Donating.”

Wendy D. Summey
Georgeanna M. Sutherland
Pete Turonis
Derek O. van Buskirk
Lisa Vernacchio
Sgt. Michael E. Weigand
Cheryl L. Weldon

In Honor
Malori Asman
Phillip Bates
William E. Campbell Family
Tanner Carmen
Kristin Catalano
Christine Chicoski
Joshua Clark
Dankowski Family
Christine Dunham
Edward B. Dunlap
Timothy M. Dunlap
Bill Halvey
Debbie Keegan
Peter McBride
Colton Myers
Nicole Rohrbaugh
Eileen Schnorr
Scott S. Segal, Esq.
Talia Sroka

Charities For Children Adult
Bowling Tournament

Community Classic
The Dow Chemical Company

Foundation
Edinboro University 

IFC/Panhellenic Council
Employees of Education

Management Corporation
Elliott Company
Exchange Club of Hanover
Fastenal Company Employees
Jack Gaughen Network Hower 

& Associates
John H. Goodish
Grand Assembly of PA, International

Order Rainbow for Girls
Employees of Gertrude Hawk

Chocolates, Inc.
Hamot United Charities Fund
Highmark Blue Cross Blue Shield
Tina and Gary Honkus
Employees of Hyatt Regency

Pittsburgh International Airport
iMortgage Services Golf Classic
Kanawha Valley Chapter of the WV

Credit Union League
Dr. Richard B. Kasdan
Keller Williams Realty, Pittsburgh

North
Kiwanis Pennsylvania District
Luxaire
Massey Charitable Trust
Meadville Area Federal Credit Union
Mergo's Bar and Grill
Danielle Mitchell Memorial Poker Run
Mountain State Blue Cross Blue Shield
Campers of Moyers Grove

Campground and Country RV
Mustaches for Kids, Pittsburgh
NAIFA Golf Outing
NetApp Pittsburgh
New Brighton Eagles #1342
Nikco Sports Pittsburgh Steelers

Commemorative Super Bowl
Champions Promotion

Nikco Sports Pittsburgh Penguins
Commemorative Stanley Cup
Champions Promotion

North Hills Senior High School
Norwegian Cruise Line
Allegheny Rockets Chapter of the

Oldsmobile Club of America
A Walk for the Children in Memory

of Katelyn E. Owens
Park Elementary School
Margaret M. Patton Foundation
Penn State Behrend RA Class of 2009
Jared S. Peters Memorial 

Golf Tournament
Peters Township High School

National Honor Society
Pine-Richland Middle School

Student Government

Raeann’s Creations
The Riggs Corporation
Russo's Pizza Den Softball Team
Debbie and Todd Rutter
Shear Impressions & Company Salon
Sheraton Station Square Hotel

Employees
Steckel Elementary School
Tau Delta Chapter of Chi Omega

Gettysburg College
Villaume Foundation
Wal-Mart Distribution Center

#7030, Pottsville
Wexford Elementary School
White Rose Street Rod Association

Make-A-Wish Cruise
Windber Area Middle School
World's Longest Running Lacrosse

Game

In Memoriam
Jillian R. Abbott
Kathy Bedillion
Jim Bendishaw
Kay Best
Cameron Blackman
Amber L. Boyle
Gary Brubaker
Jeanne Bucher
Dave Burke
John Challis
David P. Cordisco
Alvin “Bud” Dinges
Faye Dry
Tanela Durbin
Bob Faber
Norman Faett
Diane Feather
Michael Garaventa
Cathy Greisinger
Greg E. Hertz
Thomas A. Higgins
Aaron Jackson
Peggy A. Janeda
Donald Jerina
Adam D. Kimberlin
Harriett K. Loos
Christopher McCall
Michael Merzlak
Shorty Miller
Steven Mitchel
Danielle Mitchell
Nancy Nerem
Katelyn Owens
Krista Pawlowski
Justin D. Peake
Jared S. Peters
Matthew Pustelak
Nathan Schewe
Marie T. Schmid
Donald M. Scott
Edwin Staudt
Simone Stefanelli
Josie A. Stonesifer

Light Up A Child’s 
Life® Campaign

For 20 years, the Light Up A

Child’s Life Radio campaign has

helped make wishes come true

for children in our territory

with broadcasts in Pittsburgh,

DuBois, Punxsutawney and Erie.

The campaign, led by Pittsburgh’s

WISH 99.7 FM, will take place in

December. Please visit our Web

site, www.wishgreaterpa.org,

for more information on dates

and locations.

ask your employer if a matching gift program is offered.

Info Spot: When making your donation to the 
  Make-A-Wish Foundation, don’t forget to

Gifts that Make Wishes Come True

This holiday season, Things Remembered is offering six Make-A-Wish®

holiday collectibles. For every purchase of these items, Things

Remembered will donate $2 to the

Foundation. Find a store near you at

www.thingsremembered.com.

A Sweet Deal
Pittsburgh-based Edward Marc

Chocolatier has teamed up with the

Make-A-Wish Foundation to help make

wishes come true. With each purchase 

of any Edward Marc confection, they will

donate 20% of the purchase to the 

Make-A-Wish Foundation. Visit them at

www.edwardmarc.com and make 

your day – and a wish child’s – a little 

bit sweeter.
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Heather becomes the newest player for the Pittsburgh Steelers

hen ten-year-old Heather,

diagnosed with Ewing's sarcoma,

gets cancer treatments at

Children's Hospital of Pittsburgh,

her day is always brightened when

a Pittsburgh Steelers player stops

by for a visit.  As soon as this

young Steelers fan was given the

chance to make a wish, she knew

she wanted to see the Super Bowl

champs in action and meet her

favorite player, Casey Hampton.

On her big day, Heather was

greeted by Steelers Head Coach

Mike Tomlin and the team at the

training facility on Pittsburgh’s

South Side, as well as a crew from

SI Kids and local media reporters, 

ready to get the scoop on the

Steelers' new player.  After getting

an exclusive tour of the Steelers’

practice facility, Heather was 

introduced to Hampton and 

the two joined a

defensive linesmen

team meeting. 

At practice, Coach

Tomlin presented

the Steelers' new

team member with

her very own jersey.

Despite a surgery in 

January that left her without sev-

eral ribs, Heather was able to take

part in the stretching exercises

and practice her passing skills with

Hampton and 2005 Super Bowl

MVP Hines Ward. 

After a thrilling two-hour work-

out, Heather signaled the end of

practice by calling out, “1-2-3

team!” The whole team gathered

around as Hampton hoisted

Heather on his shoulders. To end

her wish experience that day, the

players signed Heather's Make-A-

Wish® T-shirt and a football for

her, and she joined Hampton for

lunch in the Steelers’ dining facility.

Heather cannot wait until she gets

to see Hampton and the rest of

the Steelers put their Super Bowl

skills to work at a game this fall.

To see Heather's wish experience,
visit www.sikids.com.  
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Season of  Wishes

board of directors

 Chair
Beth A. Eckenrode

Vice-Chair
Mike Mortensen

Secretary
Susan L. Farrell, Esq.

Treasurer
Donn Patton

Members
Susan Mosites Bicket, Esq. 

Bernard J. Costello, 

DMD, MD, FACS

Leon A. Hoffman, Jr. 

Mark V. Kehoe 

Jane Pressley Nicholson, Esq. 

Jagadeesh Ramdas, MD

Tony F. Renda, Jr. 

Todd M. Rutter

Sasidharan Taravath, MD 

Todd D. Wyman 

President and CEO
Judith Stone

Emeritus Board
Judge Alan N. Bloch

Anthony L. Bucci

Mark F. McKenna, Esq.

E-Mail
greaterpa@wishworld.org

swestva@wishworld.org

Web site
www.wishgreaterpa.org

www.wishsouthwv.org

remembering

We dedicate this newsletter
in memory of the following
wish kids. Each has touched
our lives and hearts.

Aaron
Abbey
Alexandria
Alize
Amanda
Andrew
Angelina
Anthony
Ashley
Cinnamon
Cody
Conchita
Donald
Erica
Golden
Griffin
Halley
Jason
Jeaneane
John
Jordan
Julie

Keiarra
Kyle
Lauren
Logan
Luke
Mack
Michael
Michael
Mireilie
Nathan
Nikki
Nils
Olivia
Philip
Santaneek
Sophia
Storm
Tanela
Tanner
Timmy
Troy
Zachary

Headquarters
Make-A-Wish Foundation®

The Gulf Tower

707 Grant Street, 37th Floor

Pittsburgh, PA  15219-1916

(412) 471-WISH

(412) 471-9705 (fax)

Regional Offices
Erie, PA

Regional Office

(814) 868-9474

(814) 866-0490 (fax)

Pottsville, PA

Regional Office

(570) 622-6962

(570) 622-3644 (fax)

Punxsutawney, PA

Regional Office

(814) 938-8888

(814) 938-3431 (fax)

Wilkes-Barre, PA

Regional Office

(570) 714-9474

(570) 718-1642 (fax)

York, PA

Regional Office

(717) 757-9474

(717) 840-0222 (fax)

Charleston, WV

Regional Office

(304) 342-9474

(304) 345-6568 (fax)
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‘Tis the Season for Holiday Cards
It’s that time of year again! Wish 

your family and friends a wonderful 

holiday season by purchasing cards

designed by our wish children. 

For purchasing information, 

please visit our Web site, www.wish-
greaterpa.org, or 

call our office at (800) 676-9474.

acy’s invites you to 

believe in the magic of a wish 

come true by doing your 

Christmas shopping and writing 

a letter to Santa Claus at one of its stores. Through the Thanks for

Sharing campaign, Macy’s shoppers can enroll in a rewards program to

earn 10% rewards on their purchases, now through December 31.

Enrollment requires a one-time $25 fee charged to the customer’s

Macy’s account. Macy’s will donate $10 of the enrollment fee to 

charities, including the Make-A-Wish Foundation®. Macy’s will also

donate $1 to the Make-A-Wish

Foundation for every letter to

Santa Claus dropped off at the

Believe mailing station in each of 

its stores.  Through the partnership

with Macy’s and these two holiday

campaigns, more than $100,000

was donated last year to our local 

chapter.  Visit www.macys.com
to find the Macy’s store near you.

M

Truck Convoy for Wishes

Referrers: Michelle Coco and 

Sharron Gordon

Wishmaker®:  

Heather

Photo courtesy of Michael J Lebrecht II /1deuce3photography/Sports Illustrated

Season of wishes

A BLACK AND GOLD A BLACK AND GOLD 
WISH COME TRUEWISH COME TRUE




